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How Democrats Fooled
California’s Redistricting

Commission

To get the distric:

REDISTRICTING
Opaagus redistricting
GrOLEDS are being
auietly bankrodied by
corpiations, uniens

and clhers i
influence redistricting,
They sim to haip
politizat allies — and in
the process they're
hurting vcters.

5 they wanted, Democrats organized groups that said

thay represented communitieg, bl really representsd the party.

This spring, a group of California Demacrats
gathered at s modern, alry offiee bullding just o
blocks from 1he U8, Capitel. The meeting was
House members only — nie aides allowsd — and the

fow

myission was seemingly impossibile,

In prrevions vears, tha party had used 8 perennial
contrel of California’s state Legislature to draw
district maps that protected Democratic
incumbents. But in 2010, California voters put
redistricting in the hands of a citizens” commission
where decisions would be guided by public
testimony and open debats,

The guestion facing Houge Democrats as they metto
contempiate the state's new realities was deiicate:

How could thev influence an avowediy nonpartisan process? Alexic Marks,

a Hewse alde who invited members to the meeting, warned the
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How could they influence an avowsdiy nonpartisan process? Alexis Marks,
a Heuse aide who invited members to the meeting, warned the
representatives that secrecy was paramount. “Never say anything AT ALL
about redistricting — no specufation, no pradictions, NOTHING,” Marks
wrote in anerpail "Anvihing can come back {0 haunt you”

In the weeks that followed, party teaders came up with a plan, Working
with the Democratic Congressional Campaign Commitise — a national
arm of the party that provides money and support to Democratic
candidates - members were old to begin “strategizing about potential
future district lines." according to another email,

The citizens’ commission had pledged to create districts bazed on
restirnony from the communities themselves, not frorn pariies or siatewhie
pelitical plavers, To get arcund thag, Demoecrats surreptitionsly enlisted
tocal voters, elected officials, labor unions and community groups to
testify in support of configurations that coincided with the party's
interests.

When thev appeared bafore the commission, those groups identified
themselves as ordinary Californians and id not disclose their ties to the
party, One woman who purporied to represent the Asian community of the
San Gabriel Valley was actualiv a lobbyist who grew up in rural Idsho, amd
iives in Sacramento.

Inone instance, party operatives invented a local group to advacate for the
Democrats’ map.

California’s Demooratic reprasentatives got much of what they wanted
from the 2010 redistricting cvele, especially in the northern past of the
state. “Bvery member of the Northem Califomia Demecratic Caucus hasa
sicket back to DT said one enthusiastic merno written as the process was
wirnding down, "Tiis s g huge accomplishiment that should be celebrated
by advocates throughout the region”

Statewide, Remocrats had been expected 1o gain at most a seat artwo as a
result of redistricting, But an internal party projection savs that the
Demccrats will Hkely pick up six or severn seats in a state where the party's
voter registrations have grown only marginally.

“Very little of this is due 1o demographic shiffe” said Professor Doug
Johinson, a fellow at the Rose Institute in Los Angeles. Republican areas
actually had higher growth than Democratic ones, "By the numbers,
Repubsticans should have held at lpast the same number of geats, but they
fost.”

As part of 3 national ook at redistricting, ProPublica reconstricted the
Democrats” stealth success i California, drawing on internal memos,
emails, interviews with participants and map analysis. What emergesisa
portraif of skilied political professionals armed with modern mapping
software and detailed veter information who managed to replicate the
resuits of the smaoked-filied rooms of old.
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The losers in this once-g-decade reshaping of the elevioral map. experts
say, were the staie’s voiers. The intent of the citizens’ commission was to
direcily link a lawmaker’s political fate to the will of his or her

constitiients. But as ProPublica’s review makes ¢lear, Democratic
incumbents are once again insulated from the will of the electoraia.

Democtats auknowledge that they faced a challenge {5 getting the districts
they wanted in densely popudated, ethnically diverse Southern California.
The citizen commission initially proposed disirics that would have
endangered the pelitical futures of several Democratis incumbents,
Fighting back, senie Democrats gathered in Washington and discussed
alternatives, These sessions were sometimes heated.

“There was horse-trading throughount the process,” said one senior
Democratic alde,

The revised districis were then presented to the cominission by plausibie-
sounding witnesses who had persenal ties 10 Democrats but did not
disclose them,

Commissioners declined to discuss the details of specific districts, oiting
ongeing Htigation, But several said in interviews that while they were
aware of some attempts o mistead them, they felt they had defused the
meost egregicus atterpts.

“When you've got 5o many people reporting 1o you or miaking commenis to
v, some of them are going to be political shills” said commissioner
Staniey Forbes, a farmer and bookstore owner, “We just had ro do the best
we cowtdd in determining what was for real and what wasi’t”

Demcerats acknowledge the meetings described in the emails, butsaid the
gatherings “centere¢ on” informing members about the process, Ina
statement 1o ProPublica, Rep Zos Lofpren, head of Caiifornia’s delegation,
said that members, "as citizens of the state of California, were well within
their rights 1o make comaments and easure that voloes from communities
of interest within their neighborhoods were heard by the Cammission.”

“The final product voted on by the Cominission was entirely out of the
hands of the Members,” said Lofgren, “They, like any other Califernian,
were able to comment but had no control gver the process.”

“Ar no time did the Delegation draw up a statewide migp,” Lofgren said.
{Read Lofgren's full statement.}

California’s Repubilicans were hardiy a facior, The national GOP staved
fargety on the sidelines, and individual Republicans had limited success
influencing the comdssion.

“Republicans didn't reatly do anvthing” said Johusorn “They were {ate to
the party, and essentially nor-entities in the redistricting process”

Ped-up voters cregte a commission

The once-a-decade redistricting process is supposed to ensurs that every
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the party, and essentially non-entities in the redistricting process.”

Fed-up vorers create a commission

The once-a-decade redistricting process is supposed to ensure that every
citizen's voie couts equaliv.

In reality, politicians and parties working to advance thelr own interests
ofien draw lines that make an individual's vote count fess. They craate
districts deminated by one party or political viewpoin, protecting some
candidates (Tvpinally incumbents) while dooming athers. Thevcan
SIpewer a commanity by grouping s voters ina single distriet, or
disenfranchise if by zigging the lines just so.

Over the decades, few party bosses were better at protecting incumbents
than California’s Democrats, Mo Democratic incumbent has fost a
songressional election in the nation’s most populious state since 2600,

As they drew the lines each decade, California’s party bosses worked in
secret, But the oddiy shaped districts that emerged from those sessions
were visible for all to see. Bruce Cain, alegendary mapmaker who now
heads the University of California’s Washington center, once drew an
imiprobable-looking state assembly disirict thag could nat be sraversed by
car. {ir crossed several impassable mountains.)

Cain proudiy told the story of the district, which was set up for one of the
covernor's friends. Caln said he justified the odd shape by saying it pulled
rogether the state’s largest population of endangered condors. "It wasn't
fegitimate on any level” Caln recalied,

The 2010 batlot inltiative giving the oitizes commission authority over
Congressional districts was sold to voters as g game changer. Not
suyprisingly. it was strenuousty opposed by California’s Democrais, who
continue te controd the Statehouse,

N fewer than 35 Democratic politicians — inciudding sinorty Leader
Naney Pelasi — aad their allies spent a total of 87 milHon to campaign
against the proposition. The effort included mailings from faux
compunity groups that derided the commission’s $1 million annual
budget as “bureanoratic wants” Despite this effort, Californians votad 61
percent to 39 percent to wrest federal redistricting from the hands of state

fawinakers,

Immediately, Democrats began organizing to influence the citizen
commission. There were nusmerous spportunitiss,

According 1o civics textbooks, the aim of vedistricting is to group
“communities of interest” so that residents in a ciiy, neighborhood or
sthnic group wield political power by voting together. The cormmission
took an expansive view of this concept, vitimately deflning ¢ "cormmunity
of interest” as anvthing from 2 neighborhood to workers on the same
comuite, or even areas sharing “hyense beach recreation.”

This gave savvy players an opening 1o draw up maps that benefited one
nartv ar incimbent and then find — or comeoet - “comymunities of
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of inzerest” as anvthing from a neighborhood to workers on (he same

comnute, or even areas sharing "infence beach recreation.”

This gave savvy players an opening to draw up maps that bensfited one
party or incambent and than &nd — or concoct — “communities of
interest” that justified thent

Democrats set out to do exactly that.

On March 16, members of the California delegation gathered at Democratic
Party offices to discuss how to handle redistricting, They agreed that
congressmen from the various regions of California — North, South and
Central — would meet separately o “ereate a plan of geton,” 2 i

ar il recounting the dav's events by Alexis Marks, the House aide.

Amang the first fasks, Marks wrote, was determining “how to best prganize
comunities of interest.”

Dermocrats were already working "BEMINDG THE SCENES™ 10 "get info qut”
about candidates for the job of commission lawyer who were viewsd as
anfriendly. “U'll keep you in the loop, but do not broadcast,” Marks wrote,

“The CA delggation has been broken down into regions that will be
discussing redistricting at the member level,” read anothey party email
from fate March, "Members will be asked 10 present ideas on both issues”
- communities of interest and distzict lnes — “and will be asked 1o come
fooseme consensus abeut how o adopt a regional strategy for
redistricting”

Over the next several weeks, California Democrats huddled with Mark
Grersh, the party’s top mapmaking gero. Oficially, Gersh works with the
Foundation for the Future, s nonprofit whose declared goal is “to help
Demeocrats get organized for the Gghs of the decade: the fight that will
determine Democratic fortunes in your state and in Washington, DO for
vears to corme: Redistricting!”

The foundation is well finded for this fight. lte supporters include
fongtime supportars of the Demccratic Party: the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Emplovees as well as the American
Association for Justice {previpusly known as the Association of Trial
Lawyers of America). The foundation was launchad i 2006 when Naney

Pelosi’s office worked with both groups to start it

Neither Gezsh nor participanis would describe in detail what was
discussed at the meetings. Bat from Marks' emalls and other sources, it is
clear that California’s Dlemoctais sat down together todiscuss mutually
agreeable districrs that wonld protect incumbernis,

The value of coordinating efforts to influence the commission cannot be
overstated. If each Democrat battled separately for the best distrior, it was
itkely that one Congress mensber’s gain would harm countless colieagues.
Creating Congressional districts is a ot like a Rubik’s cobe: Bach change
reshapes the entire puzzie, The Demporats’ plan was to deliver
synchronized testmoeny that would herd the conupission toward the
desived outcomes, If i warked perfectly, the commissioners might not
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Creating Congressional districss is a ot like a Rubik's cube: Each change
reshapes the entire puzzie. The Democrats’ plan was to deliver
synchronized testimony that would herd the commission toward the
desired outcomes. I it worked perfectly, the commissioners might not

ever: know they had been influenced.

-~

Qver the sununer, Marks sent ocut more than [00G2matle about rediisgricting,
according to mutdtiple recipients of the messages. According to House
records, Marks earned 812,337 in 2010 in her post as deputy director of the

California Democratic delegation. That makes her a federal emploves. But
atthough many of the messages were sent during the work dav, a
spokesmar: insistad Marks did so in her after-hours role as 3 politicsl
staffer for Democrats. They were sent from a Gmail account. Lofgren's
offtice did not make Marks available foy connnent, citing policy that staffers
<o not speak on the record, Instead, they poinied to Rep. Lofuren's
statement.

Pederal employess are not allowed to do campaign work on government
time, or Use govermnent resources, according to House ethics rules.

The emails alerted staff and legisiators when the commission was
scheduled to discuss thelr districts and they encowraged them to have
allies testify to "community of interzst” lines that supported their maps.

Marks told members they would be asked to raise money for a legal
challenge if things dida't work out. The delegation, she said, was working
with Marc lias, who heads an organization called the National
Democratic Redistricting Trist, (The trist shares a website with The
Poundation for The Future.)

Last year the trust persuaded the Federal Election Commission to allow
menibers to ralse money for redistricting lawsuits without disclosing how
thie mioney was spent, how mucli was raised, and who had given it.

The commission blinds itself

Beckin California, the commission was getting organized, 135 first fask was
0 pick commissioners. The ballot initiative exclisded virtually anyone who
nad any previcus politisal experience. Run for office? Worked as a staffer or
consultant 1o a political campaign? Given more than 32,000 to a candidate
inany year? “Cohabitated™ for more than 30 davs in the past vear with
anyoene in the previous categories? ¥ : {

s

Hore than 36,000 people appied. The state auditor's office winnowed the
appiicants 1 a group of 80 finalists, Each party was allowed 1o strike 12
appifcants without explanation. Then, the state used Bingo-sivle bouncing
balls lin a cage to pick eight commissioners - three Republicans, thres
Democrats and two people whose registration read “decline o state”
fiZalifornia-speak for independent} The randomly selected commissioners
shen chose six from the remasining finalists to coraplete the panel.

The result was a commisclon that included, among others, a farmer, a
homesnaker, asports doctor and an architect. Previous redistrictings had

* P [P reror P v Comosen ’ s
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then chose <3y from the remaining finalists to complets the panel

The result was a commission that included, among others, a farmer, 8
homsemaker, a sports doctor and an architect. Previous redistrictings had
been executad by political prog with nthsare Rnowledge of Calfenya’s
sprawling political geography. The comumissioners had little of that
expertise — ari one of their first acts was 1o deprive themselves of the data
that might have belped them spot partisesn manipulation,

The law creating the commnission barred it from considering incumbents’
addresses, and instrucied it not to draw districts for partisan reasons.

The commissioners deciided o go further, agreeing not to evan ook at data
that would tell them how prospective maps affected the fortunes of
Demecrats or Republicans. This left the commissioners effectively blind to
the sort of influence the Democrats were planning.

One of the mapping consulitants working for the commission wamed that
it would be difficelt to competently draft ¢istrict Haes without party data,
She was overruled.

The lack of political data was "liberating " said Forbes, the commissionsr.
“We had no one to please except curselves, based on our best ludgment.”

“Tthink” e said, “we did a pretty good job”

The conmmission's judgments on how to draw Hnes, Parbes and others said,
was hased on the testimony from citizens about communitiss of intersst.

“We wera provided quite a number of maps from various organizations,”
sald another comsdssioner, attorney Jodie Filking- Webber., If the groups
were basing their maps on political data to favor one party, “they certainiy
i not teli us that”

“Listricts could have been drawn based on voter registration,” Filkine-
Webber said, “bul we would never have known i)

The commission recelved a torrent of advice — a toral of 36,000 separats
pieces of testimoeny and documenis. Records siiggest the commission
never developed an effective method for organizing it all. The testimony
was kept ina jumble of handwritten notes and computer files. The
comupissioners were often left 1 recall testimony by memory.

The difficulties in digesting and weighing the reams of often-conflicting
testimony enhanced the value of peaple or groups who carne bearing draft
Haps

“Cther people offered testimony: we offered soiutions,” said Stuart
Waldman, president of the Valley Industry and Commerce Association, a
powerful business group outside Los Angeles that pessuaded the
comnission to adopt its Congressional map for the San Fernando Vallev,

How Demeocrats locked dowis Northern California

Redistricting is a chess game for people with superb spatial perceprion.
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How Demorats locked down Northern California

Redistricting is a chess game for people with superh spatial percegtion.
Sometimes, anchoring a single lne on a map can make everything fall into
place.

According to an internal memo, Democrats recognized early on that they

could protect nearly every incuumbent in Northern California if thevwona

few key battles, First, they had to make sure no district crossed the Golden

ate Bridge. Then, they had to draw a new seat that puiled sufficlent

numbers of Democrats from Contra Costa County into a district that
neluded Repubiicans from the San Joagquin Valley.

The man with the most o lose was Rep, Jerry McNerney, who yepresented
an octopus-shaped district that had scooped in Democrais from the areas
east of San Francisco. McNerney's prospects seemed particularly dismal.
st of top 10

Early in the vear, he made The Washington Post’s national

dikely redistricting victims,

Repusblicans movesd first, altempting to create a district that would keep
San Joaquin County whole and pick up conservative territory to the souilh
But then a previoushy unknown group calling ffself OneSandoaquin
entered the fray.

OneSenJoaqguin described itself as a nonprofit, but records show itis not

registered as such in any state. It has no identifiable leadership but it does
have a Facebook sage, calied OneSandoauin, created by the Google
account OneSanioaquin,

The page was posted in early Aptil, just as the commission began faking
restirnony. i1s entries urged county residents to downlosad maps and
deliver pre-packagad testimany,

On the surface, the OneSanJoaguin page seemed to be serving
Republicans’ Interests, But Democrats were one move ghead and
understood that g united valisy would insvitably lead 1o s Democatic-
teaning distnict. (Republicans apparently did nof understamd that federal
vating rights requirements raled owt thelr proposed district, since it would
have interferad with the Latino district to the sauth, That misconcaption
was encouraged by the maps on the OneSanJdoaquin page, which were
draws to inake this look possible.)

infact, the only way to maie a district with “one San Joagquin™ was fo pull
in the Democrats in eastern Centra Costa - the far reaches of San
Francisco’s Bay-area liberals.

The author of OneSantoaquin’s maps was ot identified on the Facsbook
page, but ProPublica has learned It was Paul Mitchell, a redistricting
consultan ired by MoMsmey.

Transcripts show that snore than a dozen pecple delivered or sens the
vanned testimony 1o the commission, which accepted it without question.
There’s no sign that conumnissioners were aware some of the letters had
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consuitant nired py MoNermey,

Transeripts show that more than a dazen peopie delivered or sent the
canned testimony to the commission, which accepted it without guestion,
There's no sign that commissioners were aware same of the letters had

been downicaded from the mivsteripus OneSanoaguin page,

After the cornmission finished, McNerney announced ke was moving te
the newly created San Joaguin distriet to run for re-election. It was a huge
pnprovernesst for hipn, B 2010, he barely won his district, beating ks
opponent by just one point. I ihe 201D election were re-run in his new
district, he would have won by seven polnts, according to the Democrats’
internal analysis, (MeNerney's office did not respond 1o reguests for
connment.)

Sununing wp the story, an internal Democratic niemo sald the GOP had
been decisively ont-maneuvered “Their hope was to create a Republican
Congressional seat,” the memo said. “Their plan backfired,”

“McNerney ends up with safer district than before,” Mitchells firmn
tweetad, after MeNemey anncunced iis candidacy in his new district.
“Wowt How did he do thar?”

An under-funded commission

Whiie plavers attempting vo influence the process werg well funded, the
comutission struggied with a lack of time and money. They responded, in
part, by reducing citizens’ opportunities for input.

The budget for the wlhiole map drawing undertaking was just over $1
millien. At first, the commission had its pablic hearings transcribssd —
then the money ran out and they stapped.

The cemmissioners received $300 per day as compensation and were
sligibie for relmbursement of travel and out of pocket expences. Most kept
their day jobs at the same time they tried 1o juggle their roles as
somnssioners,

It was a grugting sehedule, with 35 public hearings raking place over just
three months, “I had three days off betweent” Aprit and August, said
sormmissioner Filkios-Webber, who maintained her legal practice whike
serving. "I was working basically on averagelf hours a day”

The commissioners alse had o deal with public anger. The Tea Party in
California decided to use the hearings as a forun to protest the Voting
Rights Act, for instance, and at one hearing got so rowdy that police
intervened,

Experts hired by the commission to actually draw the maps were also
overworked and underpaid, Half a dozen times the meeing transoripts
contain references to map drawers working overnight to prepare maps.

Overwhelmed by the task at hand, the commission decided o essentially
shut down public participation halfway through the process. After the st
rourd of drafts, which were widely criticized and abandoned, the

B . « « B - PR - e . o
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Overwhelmad by the task at hand, the commission decided (¢ essentially
shut down pablic participation halfiway through the process. After the first
round of dratts, witich wers widely criticized and abandoned, the
comnission stopped releasing formal drafts, More mportanily,
commissioners stopped holding hearings, which meant the next draft was
prepared without public input,

The commission rmoved #s meetings to Sacramento, not far from where
party bosses had ence gathered in secret 1o set the Hines, The commission’s
mieetings were webcast to the public, But only those with the resources and
time could participate.

“You have to ask vourseif, whe has the money tosend pecple ap to
Sacramento Hke that,” said Evgene Lee, voting rights project director at the
Asian Pacific American Legal Center, which was active in organizing

grassroots participation in the redistricting process,
“We didn't have the monev to do that. No way.”

The commission released no further drafis, In July, it made public a “dragt
final” Voters had two weeks to submit comments before it became final
Mostof those comnents came from insiders who had been closely
watching the Sacramento mieetings.

Southern California Democrats also win

For those who could stay engaged, the Sacramenio phase of the
vomnission’s work proved rewarding, One pohitician who benefiisd was
Southern Ualifornia Cengresswoman Judy Chu.

When it appeared that Chu would get an unfavorable district late in the
zaie, a group with ties to the congresswoinian went hefore the
sommission in Sacramento and convinced the commissioners to draw a
favorable map that included hey political stronghold,  wown called
Rosemead. Chu enjoved broad suppart in Rosemead, where she was flgst
elected to the school board In 1992 and lazer served In the state assembly.

The group, which called itself the Asian American Education [nstitute,
worked with Paul Mitchell, the sume consuitant who helped engineer the
srivmiph of Northern California Democrats.

Recorde shoew that crucial last-minute testimony in favor of Chu's district
was delivered by Jennifer Wada, who told commissioners she was
representing the instuge and the overall Aslan-american community.
Wada did not mention that she Hves and works 48 a registered lobbyist in
Sacramenia, 400 miles from the district, or that she grew up in ruzal Idaho,
where mast of her family still Bves. Wada savs she was hired by the
institute 1o “convey thelr coneerns about Asian and Pacific Istander
representation” to the conumission.

The second witness was Uhris Chaffee, who said he was a consultant for
the institute and an emplovee of Redistricting Partners, Mitchedls firm,

Commtineinmers arcentedd thic wan withons adking o bacie rmssrion: Whe
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The second witness was Chris Chaffee, who said he was a consultant for
the institute and an emplovee of Redistricting Partners, Mitchell's firm.

Commissioners accepted this map without asking @ basic questions Whe,
exactly, was the Asian American Bducation Institute representing?

The group’s tax recorde show it liad no full-time eniplovees. its website is

nowhere, siimply returning users to the hame page,

There's ancther interesting feature of the Web site: the domain name is
registered (0 g men named Bill Worie, a political consultant who has

worked on mudtiple Chu campaigns, as well as her husband’s successful
bid for Judy Chu's old state assembly seat. Chu paid Wong $3.725 for
consulting work in 2010, FEC records show, Her husband, Mike Eng,
donated $4,500 o the Asian American Education Institute in 2010 amd
2011,

The institute, said Wong, “argued to keep commusnities of inferest
together. Since Rep. Chuy has been a strong advoecate for Asian
communities, it would make sense for ier to represent thent.” Wong added
that be “discussed redistricting with 2 nunber of Astan-American
tegistators.”

An emall obtained by ProPublicg shiows Amelia Wang, Chu's chief of staff,
telfing Chu and Bill Woag about testimony submmitted by another Aslan
group, Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans for Fair Redistricting, which
also nzervened at the fast minute o offer similar maps, In case thet didn’t
dothe trick, Mitchell himself went before the commission, vrging the
conmissioners to accept the maps submitted by the institute (his
sinpiover) and the coalition,

And that’s what the commission did, incorporating proposed lines for both

groups and drawing a map that included Rosemead In Chu's new district,

Wang told PraPublica that Chur's office and the Institute "did comirunicate
about keeping communities of interest together, including Rosewmzasd,
However, Rep. Chu did not hire Bill Wong for redistvicting or to testify on
her behalf before the commission.”

“Reg. Chi has represented a united Rosemead city singe 20017 sald Wang,
“it would have been a tragic mistake to divide i.°

Though the process turned out well for Chu, It didn’t work aut so well for
the town of South E{ Monte.

To make room for Rosesiead in Chu's district, South 2l Monie — 8§
percent Latine — got bumnped into another district acyoss the mountains
that is mueh less Lating, and mxuch more affluent,

The town's mayos, Luis Aguinaga, say the new Hnee "don't make sense.”
South El Monte is now split off from sister conununities in the San Gabrisi
Valley — {ncluding North Bl Monte and El Monte,
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The town's mayor, Luis Aguinaga, say the new ilines “don’t make sense.”
South 2l Moente is sow split off from sister communities in the San Gabrigl
falley - inchuding North Bl Monte and El Monte.

“We're ghwavs o the same side, always fighting for the same issues.”
Aguinaga said. "On this side of the San Gabriel Valiey we have avoice, If
see're apart it will be much harder to be heard”

Other comnzunities losy, too.

Cuiside Los Angeles, residents of what's known s Litde Saigon begged the
commission to undo what they saw as decades of discrimination and put
she TLES fargest Vietnamese community together in one district, Instead,
the community was spiif in two — a resuit of testimony by sapporters of
Rep. Loretia Sanchez, including a former stafferand one of her wedding
guests, to get her a safe district. A large section of Little Saigon ended up in
a district with Long Beach, a town that is 1 percent Vietnamese.,

“Residents whe five in Little Saigon shave the same needs, but if they're in
two different districts they may not be representad,” said TriTa, a City
Council member from the area.

e

This district is characterized by the Port of Long Beach.” the commniission
serites in s Anal repors, "one of the workd’s busiest seaports and the area’s
fargest employer”

“1t does not make sense 1o put the area known as Little Saigon in adistrict
with Long Beach” Ta said., “The two areas are distinctively different”

"Congresswoman Sancher believed strongly throughout the redistricting
process that the population growth of the Latino community should be
accurately reflected in the newly drawn congressional distriess,” said
Adrienne Elred, Sanchez's Chief of Staff, in a staternent, "She's glad that
miambers of the Orange County comnunity shared hey views, and as a
resulf, was pleased to see them take an active role.”

Paul Mitchell, the consuitant whose work had fach a large impact on the
compission’s dedsions, sald voters benefited from the work done by him
and others deeply involved in the process. The commissioners, he said,
“knew some of the testimony was being fabricated by outside groups, Bug
what were they to do? They couldn’t create a screen of all testimony and
farret out all the biases.™

The work he did on behalf of his diverse group of clients, he said, “creatad
better maps — regardless of if they came with the addivional benefit of
helping sone local city, union, or incumbent that was the clieny,” Mitchell
sald.

"My only regret is that we didn't do mmore”

Carrection, Beg, 33, 2086 This story originatly stated shal the Asian popuiativnof
Long Begeh was iess than { pereent, It hasbeen corvected 5o say that the Vieisanese
popnistion of Long Beaoh i3 § percent, The story also proviousiy stated i Rep. Judy
Cha previously served as a state seuqlor, In foct, she served in the state assembly. Thiz
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Correction, Bec, 23, 2081: This stavy ovizinedly stated that the Asian populaiion of
Lowng Beach was less than @ peveens, 3t iias been corrected io sapthar the Vietna@anese

popgistion of Losg Brach is ¥ percent, The story also previously ssaied that Rep Judy
Cloi previousiy served as a stale senator, in fuct, she served i the stabe assermbly, This
story ariginaily stated the commission wavked foe free, with a small stipend for
experises. It fras beey corvected to say, the compiissionees received 33G0 per day as
compensation and were eligivle for reimbursement of travel and suf of pocket sxpenses,
This story incorrectly described Doug Johnson asa professor at Claremont MeKenna’s
Rose: fustituee. In faes. he i a fellow ag the insiiiuie
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